
WEALD IRON RESEARCH GROUP 

Winter 1973/4 scheme f o r  revising information on water-powered sites 
included by E. Straker i n  Wealden Iron (1931). 

The following points a r e  designed t o  produce a rapid survey of these 
sites, many of which h v e  not been v is i ted  i n  t.ecent,years. You w i l l  be 
aware thak Straker's site-comments were unsys taa t i c ,  and, beyond th is ,  
modern developments such a s  tree clearance o r  planting, bulldozing, o r  
building, have made major changes. 

Please ensure an adequate National Grid Reference. 

1. Name of site. Sta te  if t h a t  used by Straker is in any way misleading. 

12% (5uw L\QH F U R ~ * ~ ~ C E .  s . u,\. , 3 ~ 4  -7% 

2. NaCional G r i d  Reference (2 l e t t e r s ,  6 figures). 
T.4 L S t  '7 1 

3. Access. Sta te  problems of t e r r a in  o r  land-use, ( I f  the  name of 
owner and tenant is available, t h i s  could be useful,) 

4. Features on the  ground. 
Main Dam Length ' C.  7C&*rrXo 

Height (estimate from both upstream and downstream 
. sides  if possible. I 

4hte .d-  L k b L  

Condition ( L e e  gaps, erosion etc;  are there any 
good cross-sections i n  bulldozed gaps? 
If so, do these show the construction 
materials used a t  different  stages?) 



Pen-ponds - is  there any evidence for  dams upstream frcnn the main 
supply pond? 

'\- . 

Mine p i t s  - are there any close by? 

The area below the dam 
C l e a r  indications of buildings, wheel-pits, sluices, etc. 
% 4u . ; , a q ~ = - - ~ h  

, - r  trap,,,.+.+ '1?d 
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Surface irregulari t ies  

5. Slags and cinders. (Keep samples.) - Blast furnace slags (glassy). How much? 
What is the general colour range? (In particular are  there significant 
quantities l ight  i n  colour?) 
4% 'L\sL- dbk L L a  incC\ul -- , - I,- - d-c.rt 

- Mrge cinders (generally rusty, hbbly,  but varying widely i n  form.) 
How much? 



- 3 -  

Are there many la rge  cakes (Furnace bottomsm) over, say, 18stx 18"? 

- O r e  - any sca t t e r?  

- Purple shel ly  limestone - any? 

Other surface f inds  (pottery, c lay pipes, timbers, etc. Note these 

NvrwvL - \ - -L 
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6. Are there  any buifdings, industr ia l ,  domestic o r  agr icul tural ,  apparently 
dating f r o m  the l i k e l y  period of the s i t e ?  Note briefly. 

r (- -, rk % L 314 + our(L 

QL 

7. Has the  s i t e  been re-used (e.g. corn o r  fu l l i ng  m i l l ) ?  

b 

8. Do you know of any published o r  unpublished excavation which may have 
taken place? Note de ta i l s ,  in part icular  of the excavator and location * ,  

of finds in t h e  case of unpublished work. 

535. - d L L A d  



9. Is the site apparently threatened in any way? 

10. Do you know of any docmentation missed by Straker? State details and 
whereabouts, if Jcnown. 

11. O t h e r  coments. 

L - w -  













Tel : 78555 Ext. .YC 

6 4 d  Dept. Economic Hirrory, 

The Unlveiriry, 

Sheffield S I O  2TN. 



@ EAST SUSSEX E D " C A T 0 N  COMt4l"EE HA l LSHAM SCHOOL 
BATTLE ROAD 
HA l LSHAM 
SUSSEX 

Tel .  Nos. 

Hailsham 841468 4 841443 

Headmaster, 

J .  G .  Quinn 

Derr,Xr. Crossley,  
I em a member of the  k'~,-l.dec I ron  Research Group ?cd t h  

5e.d of Tiisioqr a t  o7;r scl.ool. Being px;j.i.re of yot1.r - e r p r i e n c s  ~:ri.'h ecr1.y :!adern fu1 i?~ces ,  I :10u1.d l i k e  t,o 
k-oe- ,A, .. ~ o u  ill %,:uch ,,,!it'? . ciev.;lr:!irel,t of m;r o~,rn and 
~ r r ~ ~ l c '  13'2 -r,-t,of111. $0 1' y9u.r i:oj-:~ment:, . :?d  r .>r  aaurces of 
i n f ~ l m a t ~ i n n  ysu znulri p 1 . i  r?.~ i i :  tocch rritb. 

m *he s i te  1-e a r e  i n t s m s t e d  i n  i s  the e:-airi .fiim:co 
p l a t  n t  iish!?i?:-r~l?sri. Th i s   en k s  been b o i j ~ l ~ i  by n 
Mr. Iz:rZlac?, .? t m i a e d  A r ~ : - ~ ~ o l o ~ i s t  ~:!?iose experience i s  
:nainly ,with ?mman sites. I-!e i.s, ho~.,,:ver, - , : i l l inz t o  
' . .ni t i - t - ,  f,lr;;Fer in~-"z[li~::kior,  qf ttle TE:~. .  I r 
~ ~ c h o o l  ~rc3.eolcl;Lca:. S o c i e t y  and wo.11d be ? I - I ~  31317~~ f o r  
11s t o  css5.st b!r. 'JrilSrcs, cc r t i i i n ly  i n  th.e e a r l y  c l e ~ r i n g  
s t c g e e 7  ?rid if possLhSe i n  ? ct!?::l ex-cr.vvatinns. 

11s f u r  e s  I,,:-: ?re csncemed,  i s  I .  e ; v c q  long 
-:.ern p r o j e c t  of ~ r w t  S;i~rcntion.?l vnhle. Obviollsly, 
yo11 should !:i?o~i ~.nhrt, i s  going on, i f  ~ i 1 1 2 '  jio p.it e s t o p  
t o  anything yoi~ f e d  1 ~ 7 s  oh072I.~d not be doin. 

I 



Department of the Environment 
Room Fortress House 23 Savile Row London W1X 2AA 

Telephone 01 -734 6010 ex1 

David Crossley Esq 
Department of Economic History 
The Ubisersity 
SIIEFFIELD 
Yorks. 

Your reference 

Our reference mssex 387 

Date 12 OCt .  72 

Dwar Mr Crossley, 

Jonathan Coad has shown me t h i s  l e t t e r  you have had from the his tory master 
wanting t o  dig the  Ashburnham furnace. 

This s i t e  is  already i n  the  scheduling pipe-line but I b i l l  see t h a t  it i s  
scheduled a s  soon a s  possible t o  stop any bad archaeology. 

Yours sinverely, 

&Q tizvrGyc, 
D Sherlock, 
Asst. Insp actor  of ancient Mon.~ments. 
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t\H wo tkrfh rRm$*ar are well-preserved wfth be& and ~ U ~ I I ? ,  
Th. ford bes b m  -0-1y concretea overo In *b spiUway nsa*by 
arr large pieces of Paracre-bottorn, Tha hsadrese Ls dry. 

The ~if"otase ID brluk and tjle-lrmt~d, but there am 8 1 8 1  of aD 
older t m er-fcamsd bailding ben~ath  tbia Surfafaae, 

Tkb pla%t.area at Ashows less-sign of surfarre B.Fo slag a M  one hags 
w & e d ,  from fts pceltion, that it was the pP!lma~p furnaae erlte, 
Phs p k t t  8% L however shms f a r  more evjdence of fumaw WO*, T M  
brSdye..srea had bean well bull-t-up ~ l n d  the Ehsonr embbsd8ed 2n 211t 
aimwa stgot3 of burning, i n  the area fi'c'ebricks &!, ve been found, T m r  
is a gmat deal of scattered slag an8 cdb pieces of oa~t-iron* &all 
tzlegmatct ~f mould, possible for cannon, have been found here as well. 

A mile t o  the Souths beyond a forge pond even larger than the 
farneae pond, is the forgeo The garden, in vhioh it is situated haa 
bleak earth and large quantities of forge-cinder, The wheeZpft i s  v l 4 i b k  
and 6hd water is distinctly red, the more so on t h i s  occasion due t o  
the mdr~ of drainage dl.t;ches, Shot, of varying 8 i Z e 5  bas be- fi A%sao~ere In the garden, 







g;. 
I n  the Steps of the Ironmastel-s ,*<.: kt.:, , ve i: 

-.. 

D UHIN(; thc carly part of 

the sixteenth century, 
i n~nw~~rks  were hcing criaed all 
over the W I I  and lilr the 
carting of crude inm, ore and 
tin~hcr, primitive traokwayw oalne 
intoexistencc. 'The largcmajority 
of these ancicnt tracks are em- 
bodied in the intricate network 
of deep, leqfy lanes that are so 
characteristic of the Weald tn- 
day; others gradually fell into 
disuse and were finally left 
derelict. Of t hee  latter, one 
c d  thc ewrlicst, and certainly r~cic 
of thc 1111,st important, was tllr 
ROW trqek firm Panoingridge 
Furnace to Kobertshridgc Abbey 
Forge. This track, cutting across 
country for a distance of some 
seven miles, can still be easily 
identified for the greater part of: 
its length, and apart from its 

!~b,“&..&. int&;-passdh& ' ;..-a. .rr...,..! 

the creamof East Sus~exscener~. 
remarkable for its remoteness. 
You hardly meet a soul for the 
whole of the seven winding 
miles. Cutting deeply through 
open field, tunnelling through 
scrub mdundergn~wth, hlo%aon~- 
ing out into a hrnnd green 
highway as it .*weep thrtioglr 
the silent \~oods, opening out 
inti, wide, hcclpe-lincil grassy 
lanes, it is the ghost of u high- 
nay. One can almoat hear the 
shouts of the teamsters, and fer 
the steaming, plodding men. 

After the surrender of Robens- 
bridge Abbey in 1538, the lands 
passed to Sir William Sydney. 



u t  

ned  

l o w  
e  

i n ,  

~ - - - -  - 
~ ~ ~ ~ - p  

e s p e c i a l l y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p o t t e r y ;  t o  Mr H.C. B i s h o p  f o r  a d v i c e  o n  
t h e  m a s o n r y  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  m e d i e v a l  s i t e s  i n  
t h e  N o r t h  a n d  M i d l a n d s  a n d ,  n o t  l e a s t ,  t o  v a r i o u s  b o y s  o f  B o a r z e l l  
S c h o o l ,  who d e v o t e d  a  l o t  o f  t h e i r  t ime t o  t h e  h a r d  w o r k ,  s o m e  
w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x p e r t i s e .  , 

A NEW UISCOVEHY CUNCEHNING ASHUUHNHAM F U R N A C E  

b  Y 
C .  E n n e v e r  

I n  t h e  1 5 t h  - 1 8 t h  c e n t u r i e s  'when  t h e  S u s s e x  I r o n  I n d u s t r y .  
was a t  i ts  h e i g h t ,  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a m o u n t  o f  w a t e r  w a s  n e e d e d  t o  
t u r n  t h e  w a t e r - w h e e l s  w h i c h  were u s e d  t o  w o r k  t h e  b e l l o w s  o f  t h e  
f u r n a c e s  a n d  hammers  o f  t h e  f o r g e s ;  t h u s  w e  f i n d  t h e m  s i t e d  a l o n g -  
s i d e  o r  a t  l e a s t  r e a s o n a b l y  n e a r  t o  s t r e a m s .  b r o o k s  o r  g i l l s .  
T h e s e  were n o t  a l w a y s  t o  b e  r e l i e d  o n ,  f o r ,  i n  t ime o f  d r o u g h t  
t h e  wa te r  l e v e l  w o u l d  f a l l  a t  a n  a l a r m i n g  r a t e ,  i n  f a c t  i n  some 
p l a c e s  men h a d  t o  t r e a d  t h e  w a t e r - w h e e l s  t o  work  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  
s o  a s  t o  m a i n t a i n  p r o d u c t i o n .  T o  t r y  a n d  o v e r c o m e  t h i s  s h o r t a g e  
of water  a n d  e n s u r e  a  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  c o n t i n u o u s  s u p p l y ,  e a r t h e r n  
b a n k s  were b u i l t  a c r o s s  t h e  n e c k  o f  a c o n v e n i e n t  v a l l e y  t o  form 
a  dam,  t h u s  p r o d u c i n g  a r t i f i c i a l  l a k e s  known a s  hammer p o n d s ,  b u t  
i n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  a s h o r t a g e  o f  w a t e r  was  o f t e n  e x p e r i e n c e d .  

T h e  A s h b u r n h a m  F u r n a c e ,  w h i c h  was i n  o p e r a t i o n  u n t i l  a s  l a t e  
~ 
i 



I a s  1 8 1 2 ,  and  i n c i d e n t a l l y  was o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  i t s  k i n d  i n  
A S u s s e x ,  o b t a i n e d  i t s  w a t e r  from two  main g i l l s  - G i f f o r d s  and  

Buckwel l ,  Map Ref .  T 4  686171.  a  bank r u n n i n g  f rom e a s t  - west . 
b e i n g  s t i l l  v i s i b l e . * T h i s  dammed b a c k  t h e  w a t e r  which  was 
r e l e a s e d  t h r o u g h  a  s m a l l  g a t e  a s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  w o r k i n g  t h e  f u r n a c e , -  
w h i l s t  1 2 5  y a r d s  f u r t h e r  n o r t h ,  a c h a n n e l  w a s  dug  t o  convey  w a t e r  
f r o m  t h e  B u c k w e l l  g i l l  which  l e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  175  y a r d s  t o  
a n o t h e r  f u r n a c e  s i t e  d u e  s o u t h .  

I t  a p p e a r s ,  however ,  t h a t  i n s u f f i c i e n t  w a t e r  c o u l d  b e  s t o r e d  
f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  u s e  o f  t h e  f u r n a c e ,  o r  i t  may h a v e  b e e n  m e r e l y  
t h a t  t h e y  f e l t  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  backup  s u p p l y  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  t h e  
w a t e r  f a l l i n g  t o o  l o w  i n  time o f  d r o u g h t ,  f o r  we f i n d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  
s a f e g u a r d  i n  a  r e c e n t l y  d i s c o v e r e d  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  f e a t  o f  e n g i n e e r i n g  

I whereby  t h e  Ashburnham f u r n a c e  c o u l d  r e c e i v e  t h e  e x t r a  w a t e r  
r e q u i r e d .  T h i s  was i n  t h e  fo rm o f  a n  a q u e d u c t  c h a n n e l  which  

I f o l l o w e d  t h e  1 0 0  f t .  c o n t o u r  l i n e  a s  f a r  away a s  P e n h u r s t  f i e l d  
which  i s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  w e s t e r n  s i d e  o f  C r e e p  Wood, a  w o r k i n g  
d i s t a n ~ ~  o f  n e a r l y  f i v e  m i l e s .  

The h e i g h t  o f  t h e  a q u e d u c t  h a s  b e e n  a s c e r t a i n e d  p u r e l y  by 
w h a t  i s  v i s i b l e  o f  t h e  c h a n n e l  a l o n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  s t r e t c h e s  w h i c h  
s t i l l  r e m a i n .  The f i rs t  o f  t h e s e ,  map Ref .  TQ 700165 ( I ) ,  r u n s  due  
s o u t h  f o r  1 2 5  y a r d s  b e f o r e  d i s a p p e a r i n g  u n d e r  t h e  Ashburnham t o  
S t e v e n s  Crouch r o a d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  100  y a r d s  west o f  t h e  b r i d g e  
o v e r  t h e  Ashbourne .  I t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  t h e  s o u r c e  o r  t a p p i n g  f o r  t h i s  
w a t e r  c h a n n e l  was somewhere a b o v e  t h e  n o r t h e r n  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  1 0 0  ft. 
c o n t o u r  l i n e ,  TQ 704168 ,  a n d  be low t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  two  waters 
o f  t h e  Ashbourne ,  T 9  703172.  

I T r a v e l l i n g  a l o n g  t h e  c o n t o u r  h e i g h t  f r o m  t h e  r o a d  m e n t i o n e d  
a b o v e ,  t h e  a q u e d u c t  c h a n n e l ,  which  was d u g  o u t  of t h e  c l a y  s o i l  
t o  a  v e r y  a p p r o x i m a t e  d e p t h  o f  33 f t .  d e e p  x 6  f t .  w i d e ,  c o n t i n u e s  
p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  Hshbourne  and  c a n  b e  s e e n  c l e a r l y  f o l l o w i n g  n e a t l y  
r o u n d  a  s m a l l  d r a i n a g e  a t  T Q  702161.  I t  t h e n  d r a w s  away f rom t h e  
Ashbourne  v a l l e y  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  r u n n i n g  a c r o s s  a  f i e l d  u n t i l  i t  
r e a c h e s  I z l e b r i d g e  Wood g i l l .  Here it t u r n s  d u e  n o r t h  f o r  2U0 
y a r d s .  J u s t  be low t h e  a p e x  o f  t h e  g i l l  a n  e a r t h  b r i d g e  was 
c o n s t r u c t e d  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  a c r o s s i n g  o v e r  t h i s  p a r t ,  t h e  c e n t r e  
h a s  now been  washed away. s o o n  a f t e r  t h i s  i t  makes a  s l o w  r i g h t  
hand c i r c l e  t o  f o l l o w  r o u n d  Ten Acre  g i l l  a n d  up t o  i t s  a p e x .  
T u r n i n g  s o u t h  a g a i n ,  TY 692161 a n  i n t a c t  p o r t i o n  of c h a n n e l  o f  
a b o u t  1 5  y a r d s  s h e e r s  away t o  t h e  r i g h t .  Here  t h e  c o n t o u r  l i n e .  
a g a i n  c i r c l e s  t o  t h e  r i g h t  a c r o s s  a now p l o u g h e d  f i e l d ,  b u t  t h e  
c h a n n e l  c a n  b e  r e d i s c o v e r e d  i n  P e e n s  hood t r a v e l l i n g  n o r t h .  Once  
a g a i n  i t  c r o s s e s  u n d e r  t h e  Ashburnham t o  S t e v e n s  Crouch  r o a d  a t  a  
p o i n t  110  y a r d s  e a s t  o f  G i f f o r d s  g i l l  b r i d g e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of 
Ashburnham f o r g e .  

The c h a n n e l  t h e n  t r a v e l l s  n o r t h  t o  t h e  f u r n a c e  i n  a  c q n t r a r y  
f l o w  t o  G i f f o r d s  g i l l  and  a b o v e  t h e  f o o t p a t h  p a r a l l e l  t o  .$he o l d  
f o r g e  hammer p o n d ,  which  i s  now a  meadow, on i t s  l e f t .  1% criss- 
c r o s s e s  f i r s t  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  t h e n  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  e n t e r s  a  t u n n e l  i n  



S 

f t .  , 

t h e  s a n d s t o n e  r o c k ,  TQ 686169 ,  which  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  75 y a r d s  
l o n g ,  t h e  s o u t h e r n  end  o f  which i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  s t i l l  b e  open.  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  l a s t  t r a c e s  o f  t h e  c h a n n e l  a p p e a r  a b o v e  t h e  
b r i d l e - p a t h  l i n k i n g  Ashburnham f u r n a c e  w i t h  Rocks f a r m ,  and e n d s  
a b r u p t l y  o p p o s i t e  t h e  e a s t e r n  end  o f  t h e  f u r n a c e  dam, TQ 686171. 

The r e c e n t  t r a c i n g  i s  o n l y  a  w a l k i n g  e x p o s u r e  o f  t h e s e  
e x c i t i n g  works .  I t  i s  hoped t h a t  a  more d e t a i l e d  s u r v e y  c a n  be 
u n d e r t a k e n  a t  some l a t e r  d a t e .  

( 1 )  A f u r t h e r  i n s p e c t i o n  of  p a r t  o f  t h e  c h a n n e l  h a s  b e e n  u n d e r -  
t a k e n  s i n c e  t h e  a b o v e  a r t i c l e  was w r i t t e n .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a t  
TP 704165 t h e r e  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t a p p i n g  p o i n t  
f o r  w a t e r  f rom t h e  Ashbourne  a t  e x a c t l y  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  T h e r e  i s  a 
bank r u n n i n g  west t o  e a s t  f rom t h i s  p o i n t  a c r o s s  t h e  Ashbourne  
S t r e a m  which  c o u l d  h a v e  been  a dam o f  s h a l l o w  w a t e r .  T h e r e  i s  a  
hump on t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  The h e i g h t  o f  t h i s  dam i s  a t  p r e s e n t  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 f t .  a n d  wheq a l l o w i n g  f o r  e r o s i o n  i s  n o t  r e a l l y  a 
f o r m i d a b l e  'dam b a n k ' .  T h e r e  a r e  s i g n s  however ,  t h a t  a  f u r n a c e  
e x i s t e d  1UU y a r d s  downs t ream o f  h e r e ,  c l o s e  t o  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e  
of t h e  r o a d  w h e r e  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  s l a g  h a v e  been  u n c o v e r e d .  I t  i s  
p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  bank was a w a t e r  ho ld -back  f o r  t h i s  f u r n a c e  
a l t h o u g h  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  b o t h  cases, i.e. f o r  
t h i s  f u r n a c e  o r  t h e  a q u e d u c t  c h a n n e l .  

The  H u t h o r  w i s h e s  t o  t h a n k  Mr J a c k  Harmer f o r  h i s  a s s i s t a n c e  
a l s o  t h e  v a r i o u s  l a n d o w n e r s  f o r  t h e i r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  wa lk  o v e r  
t h e i r  l a n d s .  

FIAKING B R I C K 5  IN 1901 

by 
R . H .  C h a r t e r s  

i t  was i n  1901 t h a t  Mr U. Keeley t o o k  o v e r  and  r e n t e d  Claws 
Farm, S h r u b  Lane ,  Burwash a n d  Mr P.  K e e l e y  h i s  s o n ,  who s t i l l  
l i v e s  in Burwash was t h e n  f o u r  y e a r s  o l d .  The f a r m  c o n s i s t e d  o f  

* - -  - -  k.++ M c  K p a l p u  a l s o  r e n t e d  some f u r t h e r  b r o o k  



In the 15th - 18th centuries when the Sussex iron industry 
was in fill reign, ma% water wheels were used to work the 

bellows at the furnaces and the hamers at the forges. 

Thus, the siting of furnaces and forges alongside or nearby 

to streams, brooks and gills. To enable a continuous 
tSe &or workth 

supply of water to/made available/storage I&' o achieved 
t 

by dams of earthen banks which produced artificial lakes 

(hammer ponds). 
l S t Z *  ! 

The Ashburnham furnace in operation until as late as MJ 
ad 0- I*.P~& wT G&s , < ~ v s s ~ ~ ,  
lssrma obtained ts water from wo main gills - 
Giffords and Buckwell (map ref. T2 686 171). A bank 

running east/west and still to be Peen, dammed the water 
i 
! 

which was released through a small gate as required for on the ! 

spot furnace worka, whilst 125 yards further north a 

channel was dug to tap water direct from Buckwell gill and 

led in ell about 175 yards to another furnace site due south. , 

/However, it seems that either not enough water could be 

stored for the furnaces* industrial needs or prudenoe 
r+ ev o rum&+ diotated thata& supplybor light. or 

drought* oonditions was required. This is illustrated by 

I a oonsiderable 16th uentury feat of engineering whereby 
I +he - the Ashburnham furnace received~additional water by an 

chawel  
aoqueduct iollowing the 100 it oontour line from a6 far A 



away as Penhust field close to the west side or Creep 
<- 

Wood, a working distance of nearly five miles. 

The height of the = has been ascertained 

by evidenoe still t e  be seen of 

many lengths of this channel. 

A first portion commencing at a point map ref. l Q  704 165 m e  

dun south for 125 yards before tiisappearing under the 

Aahburnham forge/~tevens Crouch roaddfl00 yards west of the 
over . \  

bridge the Ashbourn~ It follo~s that the source 

or tapping 
/ % this water channel was somewhere above the 

VI .rort\\tvrz w b t  0% F..trl?e. \UO t. G ~ ~ % L L Y  \(he  OW meeting of the two watering. 02 the Ashbourne ( * 

Travelling on then along the cobtour height from the 

road mentioned, the acqueduct channel which was dug out 
&'P 

of the clay soil to a very approximate depth of 34'/x 6 )  

wide,continues parallel to the Ashbourne and can be seen 
d 

dearly following neatly around a small a% point 
&a 

I I i 702 161. It then draWB away from Ashbourne valley to the 
1 
I north running cllrr west across a field until it reaches 

Ielebridge Wood gill. Here it turns due north for 200 
*usk bdow +LC-\ ll& 

yards. the gill apex an earth bridge was built to ernslr 

a cvofsb; over this part, now washed away in the gentre, and to allow 9 
it to oontinue south a&ain,shortly after it makee a slow 



r i g h t  hand c i r c l e  t o  fol low round Ten Acre g i l l  

and up .to i t s  apex. Then turning south again (TQ 692 161) an 

i n t a c t  por t ion  of the  channel of about 15 yards sheers  away 

t o  the  r igh t .  Here the  contour l i n e  again  c i r c l e s  t o  t h e  

r i g h t  aoroes a now ploughed f i e l d  but t h e  U h a ~ e l  can be 
again 

r ed i scovekd  i n  P-s Wood t r a v e l l i n g  north.  I t ~ c r o e s e s  

under the Ashbumham iorge/s terens  Crouch r o a e t  a point  

110 yards e a s t  of Giffords g i l l  br idge i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of 

Ashburnham 

The channel t o  t h e  

flow t o  t o  the  

. . 
and then a h a n d - t h e n  en t e r s  a tunnel i n  sandstone rock 

-(TQ 686 169) which i s  bel ieved t o  be about 75 yards long. 

The southern end i s  thought t o  be s t i l l  open. 

F i n a l l y  the  last t r a c e s  of t h e  channel appear above the  

b r id lepa th  l i nk ing  Ashburnham furnace with Rocks farm, and 

ends abrup t ly  apposi te  the  e a s t  end of the  -furqace dam 

(TQ 686 171). 

The r euen tkac ing  is only a walking exposure of t h i s  
m o  

exc i t i ng  works. It is hoped t o  survey i n  d e t a i l  a t  
I 
'1 
1 soma l a t e r  date. 

(with soknowlsdpomen~ t o  M r .  $a& Hsr).nc~ 
and tho permiesion of the  landownerr involved) 

, . 
, '.. 

i.. :. . . .,,;a 



* - .  , 
The Relf family of Mayfield 

. J.E.Balph ef Weald Cettage, Burtrash Weald, Etchingham. THl9 7LA 
  el. Burwash 882735) telephbned le a few days ago, oa the reebuendat ibn 
ef Mr. Peter  Kim* bf Mayfield, t b  ask whether I eould help  him t o  t r ace  
m w e s t e r  bf h i s  aa l led  W i l l l o r  Belf of Hayfield, who had been granted 
an8  i n  the  re ign bf Hentry V l l l  and was an * i ronres te r* .  

M r .  a l p h  to ld  me t h a t  he had been do-iag research in to  h i e  family at t ha  
E.S.R.0 and knew t h a q w i l l i o r  Relf had been involved wi%h the Ashbumham 
i ron  wbrks and that i n  1620 8 W i l l i a m  R b l f  had bought Chursh Farm House,, 
Penhurst, f e r  h i s  son. The male l i n e  bf the family i s  sa id  t o  ham died out  
about 1700, theugh Ur. Ralph doubts th is .  H i s  i r f s rba t  i n  W i l l i a m  Belf ef 
Wayfield is  genPdlbqira1 and Mr. Ralph sa id  t h a t  he knew nbthing of Hayfield 
h i s to ry  nbr bf t h a t  bf the  Wealdea Irba Industry. 

H i s s  B e l l - I r r i y ' s  'Ma@iell* ebntains a number ef references t e  the  Belf 
(Relfe, Bolfe) f a u l l y  over rome 130 yuars, s t a r t i n g  with W i l l i a m  Relf the  
e lde r  i n  the Subsidy Roll of 1523 and e n d i y  with referanee to "Rebertl 
Rolfe'e hbusem d w i q  the  C iv i l  War. The Christ ian mamet bf the  men bf t*e 
f l y  W i l l  Jehn, Rbberb and Tho~am, seem t b  repeat  themselves i n  each 
generation as was of ten the  sane i n  f d l i e s  bf the 16th and 17th centuries. 
I n  Miss Bell-Iniyts qubtat iens from the  Parish Regis te r s i t  would seem #at 
i n  1578 t h e m  was a J e h  R e l f  liriy at  Hemestall and r J o W  Rolf liriy 
a t  'theOkev, presumably desoeadantm ef W i l l f u  the bldezt, William h i s  son, 
John o r  Babere Belf, a l l  of whbr appeor i n  the Subsidy Roll 4f 1523, as wsll- 
t + d b  inhabitants  bf the  village. A W i l l i a m  Rolf and h i s  brather,  Job, 
desoribed at yeomen, w a r ,  aeobrdi t e  the  W i r y  Cemail l i e*  bf lronwbrks 
i n  1574, l i v i n g  i n  Warbletba and C 3 ,*urst respeetivbly, me I think bne can 
assume tha t  by then the  +ariaus branekes of the  family kol be- te spread 
but from Hayfield, eeqaxa t iw i n  t h e i r  activities but *till keep- the  same 
s& of C h r i s t i a n  names. 

I att-h a oopy of y l e t t e r  t o  Hr. Ralph bf Btanmsh Weald i n  whibh I a f f m  
n s i o a a  suggestiens f o r  fu r the r  r e d i n g  by him en the sub j e s t  of h i s  famil j ' s  
h i  If you have any suggestions f o r  him wbuld you please gee in tb  
bueh  with him? I am sending aopiet  of t h i s  note,& of y l a t t e r  to Mr.* 
Ralph,tb the Chairman of the Wealden I ron  Researeh Croup, Mr. J e r e y  
Hodgkinsba, 20, Spinney Clese, Crawley Dewn, Crawler, f o r  h i s  inforrotioa.  

Mrs. I sabe l  Pike, 
Hbn. Secrstory, 
)CIJfield Lbcal Hiotery Seciety, 
Heromy Cbt%aw, 
L i t t l e  Trodgers Lane, 
Mayf i e ld .  

a .  A.Da1t.a 
Betherdale C m t t q p ,  
&yf i e l a .  
2 6 a  Janucey 1985 



Dalton 
lalo Cottage, 
" "lad, 
ra. I'B20 6HB 

26th Janmry 1985 

&. Ralph, William Relf 

I have bean thinkiw ef hew beat te d ~ i s e  yea to pursue the trail 
ef William Relf of Bayfield who was granted a n a  in the reign ef Henry Vlll 
and ef the William Relf who was an ireluaster, mmer ef the Ashburrlrol 
iron werka and the Willian vko bought Ch-h Far8 Heuse, PeaLord for his 
sen in 80s in 1620. 

Fro= what I have read ef the history ef Mayfield and ef the Wealden 
Xren industry I think you may be leeking for twe if net t*ree*Williama* 
of the large Rolf f d l y ,  whose Ghristiaa name8 ef Willian, Jew, Rbbert 
and Themas repeated themaelves in each generation and branch ef the fmily. 

Xy suggestieas fer further reeding which might help you to disentangle 
the web of your f d l y  are:- 

A "IIeJfield. The stem ef an el1 Wealder r i l l m n  by Xisr E.M.Beu - 
Xming (1903). This beek has recently been reprsdneed in replica by the 
B.8.C.C.Librax-y Dept. It eon be berrewd from the library er-rota c& buy 
a oepy (~ibra Boekshep, West Street, Hayfield. tel.Bayfield 872460 can 
rupply a copy, pest free, @ ~10.95). Miss Bell-Irving's book is not at all 
well indexed so requires careful reading te pick up ell the references to 
a family er subjeot, but I knew that the Rolf family are sentienad many 
times in the extraeta she gives from subsidy rells, parish registers eta. 
etc. I thiaL the first mention in her boek ef William Relf is in the 
8ubsiQ roll of 1523, when he, his sen William, a JeLr sad a Rebert Relf 
m a s  well-te4e residents ef the village. Ia the 1570s there is 
mentien ef a J o b  Rolf'ef the Oke* and a John Relf 'ef Hemestall*, beth 
living in the rill- at the s a w  timer in 1582 Jehn of the Oke's brother 
Thorns was buried and William, sen of Jelu of Herestall, was ba@ised. 
By 1614 the nane is spelled Relfe and by the Civil War there are Rolfes 
in nisa Bell-Irving's book. 
There is a Relf's B o n  in kyfield and Hemestall still exiata. 

B. "Wealden Ironw Bcnest Straker (1951. reprinted by David & Charles 1969) 
This is the boek on the histery of the Wealden Iron industry and ef the sen 
who owned er rented the furnaces and forges. Straker has several referenee* 
to William and J e h  and the Ashburaham properties. 

C. *Wealden Iren8asterr in the Am o f  Elissbefhn by Dr. J.J.Gerin~ 
This article avmars in *Wealth & Pewat in 'Puler halaad* [Athleae Press 
University of Lendon. 1978) and diecusses the ironm~sters &d ironwerks 
listed In the Privy Ceunail'a survey mf 1574. In 1562 Willior Relfe leas& 
lonl in Vaterdewn Forest (Eridge/Frant) frmr Lerd Abergarenuy in order tm 
build ironworks with a partner. Is 1974 he was described as living in 
Warbleton, a yeeman and awning and renting a furnoae and forge in Flehhing 
and Heathfield. Hie brether Jeh, alse a yeemon, lived in Crwharst and 
rented a forge there. 

I think that both B. and C. can be berrewd from the library. 

I hope that this inforration may be ef help to you in yeur seorch. 
I am afraid that I do not know of a genealogist speeialising in Suesex. Hare 
you thought ef oonaulting the Society ef Genealecists(in London I think - 
the address ia in Whittakers)? 

I am sendiw a copy of this letter to the Hon.Seeretary of the Mayfield 
Local History Society, Mrs.I.Pike, Heronry Cottage, Little bodgera Lam, 
Xeyfield and to the Chainan ef the Wealden Iron Reseereh Croup, 8k.J. 
He4kinson. 20 Spinuey Clese. Crawley Dew. Crewlay. in ease either of the= - 

make any sucgestions. ~ouro ainebdy, 






